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Second stint of dolphln therapy helps Marne boy’s progress

By JONATHAN QUILTER
Advocate Photographer

hen 4-year-old Cory Ryan
5)‘; returned home recently
after two weeks of dolphin
therapy in Florida, the first thing he

wanted to do was go to bed.

With mom watching proudly, he

marched cautiously to his bed,
pulled back the blankets, crawled
sleepily into place and laid down his
head.

Through her eyes, this was anoth-
er sign of progress: an indication of
Cory becoming more independent
and exceeding the limitations of a
rare brain disorder that has stymied
his physical and wverbal develop-
ment almost since birth.

During the first three years of
Cory's life, Bobby and Susie Ryan
were used to seking improvement
every six months or so, but now it's
practically constant.

“It's been steady progress,” Susie
said. “It’s like every week you can

almost say he's domg thls now, he's

doing that now” .,

They watch with joy as Covy
makes eye contact with famillar
faces and recites the names of his
brothers and the family dog. He
points to a toy car and says, “more
play,” communicating his wants

with language instead of frustra-.
tien. He voluntarily takes several
steps at a time and routinely waves :;

and squeals “bye!” when friends or
family leave, 9 cpeenladiy,
Most of his advancement is due
a loving family who t(reat every
daily task as a chance to learn.
“"He gets no rest. Wé try to turn

everything we do with him into.

something — making him talk or
making him walk or making him
learn something,” Susie said.

But some of the credit, the Ryans
believe, belongs to delphins.

Last August, the Ryans visited
Island Dolphin Care in Key Largo,
where Cory underwent dolphin
therapy. Then in June, Cory
returned,

Tor two weeks, the dolphins, ther-
apist Deena Hoagland, Cory's par-
ents and two of his teachers from
5. Wejant School, Amy Samson
and Kristen Wells, worked with
Cory on saying more words and
encouraged him to take more steps
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Tears welled up in Samson's eyes
on the first day of therapy, as she
watched the interaction between
Cory and the trained dolphing, she .
recalis.

“It was amazing to see the deter-
mination of Cory,” she said.

“Before he would gel in the water,
he would have to say, ‘in water,
please.! We really worked hard on
more than just one word. That was
our goal. We wanted him to say
more than just ‘please,’ or ‘in.™
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. ..intelligent mammals stimulated

Cory by rubbing againist his hands
and fect and allowing him to grip
their dorsal fins and go for a ride,

The most noticeable advance for
Cory was his consistent use of
three-word sentences like “eat
more piease,” “play more please,”
and “purple ball please.”

His tendency is to repeat words
spoken to him, but he also has
increased his vocabulary to a peint
where  spontancous speech  is

Please see Cory/3A

“The te_achers he

has had, his family

. and probahly his
- dolphin experiences
“havé all contributed

{o his achievements.
Probably what the
dolphins have doue
most for him is
provided such a
rewarding and
positive experience.”

— Deena Hoagland
Island Dolphin Care
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Dolphin theraplst Deena Hoagland hangs on to Cory Ryan as they g'et a ride from Fonzie, a trained dolphin at Istand Dol
Care in Key Largo, Fla., during their visit earlier this summer. (Photo courtesy of the Ryan family)
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becoming more frequent.

Hoagland credits Cory’s overall
accomplishments to many fac-
tors.

“The teachers he has had, his
family and probably his dolphin
experiences have all contributed
to his achievements,” Hoagland
said in an e- mall message to The
Advocate.

“Probably what the dolphins
have done most for him is pro-
vided such a rewarding and posi-
tive experience.”

promising than ever. His family
is continually setting new goals
and trying new ideas to help Cory
reach his potential. Bobby and
Susie plan to enrell in sign lan-
guage classes to help Cory com-
municate, - -

“What we're finding 15 every—
thing that he’s learned to sign, he
has learned to say,” Susie
explained. »

“Continued progress is what
we're hoping for,” she said. “I'd
like to hear him talking in full
sentences and see him run

" ACC, and the disordsr has no medical treatmen

"Cory s proghosis is tinknowri. From thetime o

the diagnosis, he began physical and occupatio
. 'al:therapy. Cory also has worked with a speech
Jtherapist. '




