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Dancing with Dolphins

ities, 1he opporlunily 1o swim with
a dolphin can bo an enriching—
even g lransforming-—experience.

Alage 3, for example, Joc Hongiand sul-
fered a massive stroke during an aperation
L vt a congenital heart dofect. Conven.
tional physical and speech {herapy did Jil-
(e to mitignte he resulting paralysis ol his
lef side. But wher Jae enfered o pool to
play witl a dolphin, he laughed for Lse furst
iime since his streke, vecnlis his meolher,
Deena. She says he bocame so motivaled (o
ry to extead his capabilities that within
Lwo years he had regained nearty fall mo.
bitity,

“He thought he was broken,” she say
broughl his sense of solf back again *
So impressed wos Ms. Hoagtand wiih the

OR CHILLREN wilh emalinnsad prab-
* lewns ar plysical or mental disabil-

T

role dalphing can play in complementing
maodieal therapies that she feunded Tsland
Dalpkin Care, a charity ie Key Lavga, Fla,,
that gpecializes in uging marine mammals
1o help childven pain sollesteem and over-
come their chatlenges in g playful envizon.
menl. In shorl sessions, often scheduled
over several dayvs, kids bocome Familing
with he dalphins and leavn to interncl
with them, sametimes hitehing a ride
araund the pool. Classromm sesgions rein-
firee lessons learned in the wator,

The charily, established in 1992, now
hasa $442.000 snnual hudgel. Grants fram
several philanthropies in Seuth Florida
have supperied scholarships and eduea-
Lional-ontieach Prograsss,

Here, n young pacticipant meels Squirt,
one of the eighl. Allantic bottlennged dol-
phins vsed in the therapy program.




